











3535_Weathercock9-07 rev4d 10/10/07 8:54 AM Page 5

—p—

Leighton Coleman III Is Chairman of Speakers and Medals Committee

The Speakers and Medals Committee got a makeover this
Spring with the appointment of three new members and a new
chairman. Joining the Committee’s old guard (Edward Baker,
John M. Baker, Daniel S. Curtis and Thomas F. Pike) are Brent
H. Feigenbaum, John Mauk Hilliard and Floyd (“Sandy”)
Sanford, with Leighton H. Coleman III as Chairman, succeed- [
ing Dan Curtis.

Leighton Coleman was born at the New York Hospital in
1964, reared in Paris and London, and attended boarding }

In addition to St. Nick, Leighton is a member of St. George’s
Society of New York, the Titanic Historical Society, Corning
| Connections/Corning Family Society, and the Costume De-
| signers Guild/Local 892 (yes — part of the Teamsters). He is
] also a trustee of The Governor William Owsley House Foun-
£ dation in Lancaster, Kentucky.

The Speakers and Medals Committee is an important factor in
designing social activities at St. Nick. Historically the Society
has split the task of organizing meetings: the Executive Direc-

school in Villars, Switzerland. He graduated from the Stony tor is responsible for the venues and the menu; the Stewards

Brook School in 1983, SUNY at Stony Brook (BA in Art
History, 1987) and Parsons School of Design (BFA, 1991).

In the 1990s, Leighton worked as a men’s wear design assistant and an in-
terior design assistant. In 1994 he published the award-winning children’s
book, Polar The Titanic Bear, which sold over a million copies world-
wide in English, Dutch, German, Spanish and Japanese.

In the later 90s, he worked in publishing as a freelance writer for the So-
cial Register Observer and at VARBusiness magazine. In 2001 he formed
Leighton & Associates, a niche interior design concern for
private clients and other designers. The firm has projects in New York,
California, Bermuda and Florida. He lives in St. James, New York.

are responsible for the ceremonial; and the Speakers and
Medals Committee identifies and secures speakers and recipients for the
Society’s two awards, the Saint Nicholas Society Medal of Merit and the
Washington Irving Medal for Literary Excellence. The President is also
very much involved.

St. Nick dinners are noted for their high spirits and good speakers, who
attract greater interest, but are also in greater demand and often hard to
access. Nevertheless, the Society has built up a distinguished roster of
distinguished and well-known public figures who have accepted our in-
vitations to speak and accept an award. As noted elsewhere in this issue,
we shall honor the American writers, Billy Collins, at the Fall Stated
Meeting, and E. L. Doctorow, at the 2007 Feast of St. Nicholas.

Book Review

The Original Knickerbocker:
The Life of Washington Irving.
Andrew Burstein. New York:
Basic Books, A Member of the
Perseus Books Group, 2007. Pp.
X + 420. Price: $27.50 U.S.

The appearance of a new biography

of our founding spirit, Washington

Irving, is a welcome event for Saint

Nicholas members. The author, An-

drew Burstein, a professor of history at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa, is a native New Yorker, and a
graduate of Hackley School, in Irving’s home
territory, Tarrytown. He presents Irving not sim-
ply as a brilliant humorist and author of immor-
tal tales, such as “Rip Van Winkle,” and “The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” but also as a major
influence in shaping the cultural and historical
milieu of early-19th-century America.

On the cover of this biography, 19th-century-
style subtitles characterize Irving as: “Ambas-
sador, biographer, New York politico, and
acclaimed American storyteller: How the leg-
endary author of Sleepy Hollow shaped a na-
tion.” One notes the pun in calling Irving a
“legendary” author, as though the creator of the
“Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” can be seen as a
“legend” in his own right. Burstein shows Irv-
ing to have been a leading figure in bringing the
United States into respected membership in the
international literary community. At the same
time, Irving—with his “Manhattan attitude,
built on parody” (as in Knickerbocker’s Histo-
ry, 1809), “which crystallized as Knickerbock-
er New York” (p. 332)—spurred the growth of a
distinctively American literary tradition.

Burstein, as a historian, reminds us of the

importance of Irving’s lengthy, care-

fully researched historical works,

such as: History of the Life and Voy-

ages of Christopher Columbus

(1828); A Chronicle of the Conquest

of Granada (1829); Astoria, 2 vols.

(1836); Mahomet and His Succes-

sors, 2 vols. (1849-50); and Life of

Washington, 5 vols. (1855-59). Al-

though these volumes are little

read now, in their day they helped

the young United States become aware of its

sense of mission, and they were immensely

popular—especially Columbus, which had an

impressive record of sales, seeing “175 edi-
tions” between 1828 and 1900 (p. 196).

In the course of his discussion, Burstein com-
ments on the popularity of the famous actor
Joseph Jefferson, who became intimately
identified with his stage portrayal of Rip Van
Winkle. In the 19th century, literary works
often reached a wide audience through dra-
matic performances, just as today works may
be better known through film versions than
through the original books. Doubtless many
people who have never read anything by Irv-
ing are familiar with the animated film of the
legend of Sleepy Hollow.

‘We are happy to record that the Saint Nicholas
Society is twice mentioned (pp. 142, 284;
however, as a result of an editing or typo-
graphical slip, the founding year is given as
1836, when it should of course be 1835). The
Society is duly credited with contributing “to
make Christmas a more significant time” in
New York, and with helping to preserve the
“Dutch-American legacy” of our city.

Francis J. Sypher

o

SALMAGUNDI

Lauren Beth Oelkers and HAYDEN BAKER
were married May 6, 2007 at St. Ann
Roman Catholic Church, Naples, Florida.
An attractive photo and detailed article
appeared in The New York Times, Sunday,
May 7, 2007.

THOMAS A. DELONG is the author of Two
Lives Linked by a Love of China: Madame
Chiang Kai-shek and Miss Emma Mills
(McFarland & Co., 2007; www.mcfarland
pub.com), based principally on letters and
journals by Emma DeLong Mills, Madame
Chiang’s closest American friend, and
Wellesley classmate of 1917. The resulting
portrait gives new information on the devel-
opment of Chinese-American relations
from 1922 through the Franklin D.
Roosevelt era. Softcover, 252 pp., $39.95.
The Colonial Dames of America Book
Award Program has selected the volume as
a Book of Merit nominee for 2007.

FRANK SYPHER has published volume 17 in
his series relating to the prolific British
poet, novelist, and critic Letitia Elizabeth
Landon (1802-1838): Poems from the New
Monthly Magazine (Ann Arbor: Scholars’
Facsimiles & Reprints, 2007). Her family
stemmed from co. Hereford, whence came
also several progenitors of American lines
of the Landon family, among whom are
Elizabeth Landon (b. 1683), who married
Col. Robert Carter (1663—1732) of Virginia,
and is an ancestor of U.S. Presidents
William Henry Harrison and his grandson
Benjamin Harrison; she was a sister of
Letitia Landon’s great-great-grandfather
William Landon (1667-1729). Several
Saint Nicholas members have lineage
connections with the Landon family.
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New Members Elected THE SAINT NICHOLAS SOCIETY
Name Date of Election Ancestor OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
George William Rabbe, Jr. April 25, 2007 George Dennis 20 WEST 44TH STREET, ROOM 508
Lewis Stetson Allen September 20, 2007 Metje Wessels NEW YORK, NY 10036-6603
Gregory Michael Outwater ~ September 20, 2007  Frans Jacobsen van Oudewater TELEPHONE: 212-991-9944
NECROLOGY FAX 646-237-2767 .
The Society has received notice of the death of the following members: EULAILE Ao i ol see oy
Name Date of Election Date of Death OFFICERS
Alexander P. Cannon April 30, 1951 January 13, 2007 JOHN McC. SHANNON
Coman Leavenworth April 27, 1957 January 31, 2007 PRESIDENT
Denton Sayre Cox May 6, 1991 March 3, 2007 J OI;};SI}A‘?&I%&ISII}%STRD
STEPHEN B. BILLICK
G l . l R d CALENDAR OF EVENTS SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
eneaiogica ecor. FALL 2007— SPRING 2008 JONATHAN C. JONES
o ° Thursday, September 20, 2007 THIRD VICE PRESIDENT
B (0 Ok m P Tepaﬂl t1 on Board of Managers — 20 West 44th Street GEORGE H. MCNEELY IV
. . Thursday, October 18, 2007 FOURTH VICE PRESIDENT
At the May 2007 meeting, Presgient .Jo.hn Fall Stated Meeting — The Racquet & W. SETON JAMS
Shannon announced as one of his priority Tennis Club, 370 Park Avenue " TREASURER
projects for the Society, the publication of a Thursday, December 6, 2007 STEPHEN B. BILLICK
new genealogical record book containing 173rd Feast of St. Nicholas — SECRETARY
lineages of members elected to the Society Harvard Club of New York City, JILL SPILLER
: 35 West 44th Street.
since 1980. The first such volume appeared Thursday, January 24, 2008 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
1 _ u Y, uary )
ished 3¢ nterals through 1950, The new  BOwd o Managers =20 West 4t Sre THE WEATHERCOCK
1 the tenth in th B il Thursday, February 28, 2008 AN OCCASIONAL PUBLICATION
volume, the tenth in the series, will present Winter Stated Meeting OF THE SOCIETY, WRITTEN, EDITED,
concise lineages for members elected to the Friday, March 28, 2008 AND PRODUCED BY
Society from 1980 through May 2007, and Paas Festival FRANCIS J. SYPHER. JR.
will be fully indexed. It is planned to have Thursday, May 15, 2008 JOHN McC. SHANNON
bound books available in December. Spring Stated Meeting
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